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Abstract

Aim. Within the framework of philosophical methodology, give a definition of general scientific (philo-
sophical) categories, which, working to solve research problems, are transformed into methods of
scientific knowledge.

Methodology. The work was carried out on the basis of a systematic approach using methods of clas-
sification and comparative analysis.

Results. It was revealed that philosophical categories are concepts of the ultimate degree of generality
in the conditions of specific periods of historical development, since they reflect the universal signs
of the elements that underlie the phenomena of nature, society, and human consciousness. Objects,
subjects of study for science are only existing phenomena. If science loses its object and subject foun-
dations, it acquires the features of a myth, fiction.

Research implications. The results of the study can be used to improve the methodological competen-
cies of both teachers of philosophical disciplines and students.

Keywords: being, category, connection, consciousness, element, existence, interaction, law, matter,
part, reality, regularity, relation, tendency
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Llenb. B pamkax qounocodckoil METO40NI0rMK faTh OnpeAesieHne 06LeHayqHbIM (nnocodckm) Ka-
Teropusm, Kotopble, paboTas Ha peLleHne NCCnefoBaTenbCKNX 3afay, TPAHCOPMUPYHOTCS B MPUEMbI
Hay4HOro NO3HaHWS.

Mpoueaypa u meToAbl. PaboTa BbINOMHEHA HA OCHOBE CUCTEMHOr0 N0AX0A4a C MCNONb30BAHNEM METO-
JI0B KnaccuduKkauum 1 cpaBHUTENIbHOrO aHanuaa.
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Pe3ynbTartbl. BbifBNEHO, YTO (PUNOCOGICKME KaTEropui ABMAKOTCS NOHATUAMMN NPEAENbHON CTENEHN 00LL-
HOCTW B YCNOBUSIX KOHKPETHBIX NEPWUOLOB UCTOPUHECKOrO Pa3BUTUSA, MOCKOMbKY B HUX OTPaXXEHbI BCEOO-
LLe MPU3HAKN 3NEMEHTOB, NIEXALLIX B OCHOBE ABMIEHWIA NPUPO/bI, 0OLLECTBA 11 YETOBEYECKOrO CO3HAHMUS.
O6bekTamu, NpeaMeTaMK U3yHeHUs AN HayKn ABNAKOTCA TOMbKO PearnbHO CYLLECTBYHOLLME SBNeHUs. Ecnu
HayKa TepsieT CBOW 0ObEKTHbIE 1 MPEAMETHbIE OCHOBbI, OHA NPMOBPETAET YePTbl MUAA, BbIMbICHA.

Teopetnyeckas u/unu npakTUYecKas 3HAYUMOCTb. Pe3ynbTaThbl UCCNEA0BAHUS MOTYT ObITh UCMONL30-
BaHbl B COBEPLUEHCTBOBAHUI METO0MOMMYECKMX KOMMETEHLWIA KaK y npenoaasatenent (onnocogckux

JUCLIMMIINH, TaK 11 Y 00y4arOLLUXCS.

KntoyeBbie cnoBa: 6bITve, KaTeropus, CBA3b, CO3HAHUE, 3NIEMEHT, CYLLEeCTBOBaHNE, B3aMOLENCTBIE,
3aKOH, MaTepus, 4acTb, AeNCTBUTENIbHOCTb, 3aKOHOMEPHOCTb, OTHOLLIEHUE, TEHAEHLUA

Introduction

There is a well-known thesis according to
which cognition techniques are formed based
on the content of general scientific categories.
They also have a general scientific character;
they participate in all scientific research
without exception. This fact gives particular
importance to understanding the essence of
general scientific (philosophical) categories,
which, working to solve the problems
of scientific research, are transformed
into methods of scientific research. This
circumstance determines the need for a
detailed presentation of the content of general
scientific (philosophical) categories in their
modern version.

Philosophical categories are concepts of the
ultimate degree of generality in the conditions
of specific periods of historical development,
since they reflect the universal signs of the
elements underlying the phenomena of
nature, society, and human consciousness.
Objects, subjects of study for science are
only really existing phenomena. If science
loses its object and subject foundations, it
works at the level of myth, fiction, invention.
This inherently contradicts and harms the
development of scientific knowledge [1; 2; 3].

N} "o

Categories “being’, “existence”,

It is difficult to disagree with the fact that
the category of “being” is the original, basic
category in the system of philosophical
concepts. The idea of being is concretized
in the following fair conclusion: “Being is a
philosophical category, with the help of which
the universal connection between everything

reality”

that exists — natural, social and spiritual is
realized”".

As you can see, it is the philosophical
approach to the category of being that is quite
clearly presented here. This definition contains
a fragment that clarifies the essence of the
category “being”. At the same time, if we go
from the object of knowledge, then we should
focus on the main feature of the phenomenon
of being. The category “being” reflects the fact
of the presence of the phenomenon in the real
world. This fact is the basis for the scientific
knowledge of really existing phenomena. It is
unlikelythatwehavetherighttoputanendtothis
statement. The reason is that having combined
his intellectual capabilities, the author — Hegel
(and after him - and his talented followers) put
the categories “being”, “existence” and “reality”
in one row. Moreover, it seems to us that they
quite accurately and concretely presented
their unity and differences. The comments on
Hegel’s “Science of Logic” contain remarks:
a) existence is higher than being, and reality
is higher than existence; b) being, as follows
from the context of the thoughts of the author
and his followers, fixes the fact of the presence
of the phenomenon in life; c) existence
reflects the activity, resonances of the present
phenomenon in the environment; d) reality
allows fixing the essence of the phenomena
present in the environment.

This conclusion can be presented in
the following edition: being is a category
that reflects the fact of the presence of a
phenomenon in the environment; existence -
a category that reflects the fact of the active

' Mouceesa H. A, Copoxkosukosa B. A. ®unocodus:

kpatkuit kypc. CII6.: ITntep, 2010. C. 129.
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presence of a phenomenon in the environment;
reality is a category that reflects the fact of
active manifestation in the environment of the
essential features of cognizable phenomena.
Thus, the first block of philosophical categories
is represented by “being”, “existence”, “reality”.
They are one. The difference is only in the
nuances of knowledge. Moreover, it should
be noted that the real, most complete idea of
the actual existence of phenomena arises only
after the «work» of the entire methodological
apparatus of philosophical categories.

Note that in the real world there are
(coexist) two large groups of phenomena:
material and spiritual (ideal). This fact is
reflected in the categories of “matter” and
“consciousness”. Let’s look at how these
categories are interpreted in science.

Categories “matter” and “consciousness”

One of the encyclopedic sources offers the
following interpretation of matter: “Matter
(from Latin Materia — matter, substance,
primary beginning) is a philosophical category
for designating the primary givenness of any
object, that beginning (substance) from which
these objects originate™. It follows from this
conclusion that matter is the primary substance
of all phenomena and processes occurring in
reality. In fact, the same position is expressed
in a different edition: matter is an extremely
generalized idea of the material-corporeal,
of the world of nature and the Cosmos, but a
very important addition is not present in it.
Its meaning lies in the fact that the category
of “matter” is interpreted as an extremely
generalized idea of the world. Itis fair to conclude
that matter is not the possibility of the existence
of phenomena, but their real existence. This
position in science is presented in the following
edition: “Matter is not the real possibility of
all forms, but their actual existence. The only
property relatively different from matter is only
consciousness, spirit”™. It is also interesting
because it points to consciousness, which is a
' CnoBapp $uUI0COPCKUX TePMMHOB / TOJ Hayd. pefl.
B.T. Kysnenosa. M.: UHOPA-M, 2013. C. 313.
Duocodust: yaebHOe m0ocobMe /ISt BHICUINX YIeOHBIX

3apezieHnit / ots. pef. B. I1. Koxanosckuit. M.: ®eHuKc,
2003. C. 243.

property of matter. In fact, the same position is
advocated by many other researchers’.

It seems to us fair to note that the concept
of “matter” is a kind of criterion that makes
it possible to distinguish between objective
and subjective reality. In a literal edition, this
provision is presented to science as follows:
«Matter is one of the main categories of
philosophy, in particular ontology. Matter is
not an absolute entity that underlies everything
that exists. In the framework of materialistic
philosophy, matter is understood as all
phenomena, processes, things that exist outside
and independently of human consciousness.
Therefore, the very definition of the concept of
“matter” aims to find a criterion that allows one
to distinguish between subjective reality, which
has “numerous forms, from fantasy and fiction
to theoretical idealization of the highest degree
of abstraction, and objective reality, which exists
outside and independently of the subject™.

Thus, there is every reason for the following
conclusions: a) the category of “matter” reflects
the objective reality, that is, the phenomena
and processes of being; b)being embraces
phenomena that really exist (regardless of
people’s consciousness), the category «matter»
characterizes phenomena that are reflected
in people’s consciousness in the form of ideal
images that form their consciousness in unity.

The category of “consciousness” occupies
a special place in the system of philosophical
categories. The characteristic signs of
consciousness are its secondary nature in
relation to matter; the determinism of its
images by material phenomena; connection
in the mind of ideal images: sensual, strong-
willed, and intellectual.

Thus, the category «matter» reflects the
objective reality, the phenomena of being that
exist independently of people’s consciousness,
and the category «consciousness» is a scientific
expression of the content of images that are
formed in the human brain under the influence
*  Bonkoronosa O. JI. OcHosbi punocodun: yue6uuk. M.:
OOPYM, MHOPA-M, 2022. 480 c.; Hauunbsu O. T,
Tapanenko B. M. ®unocodus: yuebuuk. M.: 9KCMO,
2007. 512 c.

Mocksuues JI. H. ®unocopus: yyebnuk / mogp o6

pen. JI. H. MockBuueBa. 2-e usfl., ucnp. u jom. M.:
MsparensctBo PATC, 2006. C. 277.
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of being. Comprehending the world, its
material and spiritual components, the subject
of knowledge discovers its discreteness, that is,
its elemental composition. No phenomenon of
reality is indivisible. It necessarily consists of at
least two phenomena forming it, that is, each
phenomenon is discrete. So, there is a need
to determine the content of the philosophical,
general scientific category "element”.

Categories “element” and “part”

Undoubtedly, the elements and parts of
phenomena are phenomena of the same order.
Elements, like parts, are part of all phenomena
without exception. But it is hardly possible to
agree that there are no differences between
them or that they are of a formal nature.
In our opinion, it is the parts that are the
necessary elements of the phenomenon, and
without them they cannot exist. This is where
the differences between elements and parts lie.

Of particular interest are the conclusions
that parts are formed as a result of the
integration of elements: parts are understood
as such objects, elements that make up more
complex integral formations. It is obvious that
the authors of the above point of view believe
that the parts are the formation of a certain
whole, which is qualified as a part.

UR'H

Categories “relationship”, “interaction”,
“connection’, “regularity”, “law’,

“tendency”

It is proved that it is interactions that
determine the properties of objects. Of course,
the properties of phenomena are determined in
one way or another by their interactions with
other phenomena. However, one should pay
attention to the fact that in the “classics of the
genre” properties are stable manifestations in
the environment of the qualities of phenomena,
andthelatterarenothingmorethanunique ways
of connecting the elements of phenomena into
awhole. If we agree with such an interpretation
of the qualities of phenomena, then we should
recognize the fact that their properties arise as a
result of the interactions of various phenomena
(elements). However, interactions are different
interactions. In particular, the interaction of

elements of phenomena is one thing, they
form their qualities, the external manifestation
of which are properties. At the same time, the
interactions of phenomena with each other
form qualities of another level.

Without going into details of other
approaches to defining the essence of the
category «interaction», we note that it reflects
the essence of the simultaneous impact of
phenomena on each other, existing in the same
space and at the same time. In other words,
within the framework of interaction, a specific
process takes place, due to the characteristics of
the objects of interaction. It is universal. This
gives the right to reflect its essence by a specific
general scientific category. In our opinion,
such a category exists. This is the relationship
category. It is designed to give answers to
questions about the intensity of the effects of
different phenomena on each other. Everything
seems simple if the essence of the category
“relationship” is proposed in the above edition.
However, this is not the case in life. Here is
one of the most popular interpretations of
the essence of the category “relationship”. It
sounds like this: “Relationship presupposes, on
the one hand, the interconnection, and on the
other, the isolation of things. The connection
that arises as a result of the influence of things
on each other and causes their mutual changes
is called interaction™.

Let’s analyze it. First, as can be seen,
the relationship is interpreted through the
interconnection of phenomena. This is justified,
but with this approach, the essence of the
relationship is far from obvious. Secondly, it is
difficult to disagree with the fact that interrelated
phenomena are nevertheless isolated from each
other. And again, agreeing with this conclusion,
we have every reason to doubt that it expresses the
essential features of the relations of phenomena.
But if we return to the thesis given earlier, the
essence of which is focused on reflecting the
intensity of the impact of phenomena on each
other during their interaction, then we have the
opportunity to see the qualitative specifics of
relations. This gives us the right to interpret the
philosophical category “relationship” as follows:
1

Byumno A. ®., Vicaes . A. Vicropust u $punocodust Hay-
Kit: yaebHoe rocobue. M.: ITpocmexr, 2021. C. 97.
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relationship is a general scientific category that
reflects the essence of the intensity of the effects
of phenomena on each other during their
interaction’.

Since interactions are inherent in all
phenomena of reality, the essence of these
interactions should reflect a certain general
scientific category, and this category is
«connection». In our opinion, the most
adequate definition of this category was given
by A.A.Kokorin: “connection is a general
scientific category that reflects the essence
of the interactions of elements and parts of
phenomena, without which they cannot exist™?,

Such an understanding of the essence of
the connections between phenomena does
not always correlate with the approaches of
researchers who offer a variety of variations
on a given topic. An analysis of the literature
allows us to see the difference in approaches
in understanding the essence of the category
“relationship” (“ratio”).

It is true that connection implies the
dependence of phenomena on each other,
since connection is the essential “dependence”
of phenomena. In this regard, one should
agree with the statement: “communication
is the dependence of one phenomenon on
another in any respect™.

This point of view is dominant in
understanding the essence of the connections
of phenomena. This is evidenced by numerous
conclusions contained in various sources.
Undoubtedly, that the connection arises from
the relations of phenomena. This can hardly
be disputed. At the same time, the connection
has its own ontological basis. Communication
is the specific relations of phenomena - such
relations, without which phenomena cannot
exist. This, in our opinion, is the essence of the
concept of “connection” [7; 9; 10].

Along with the category of “connection”,
attention should be paid to the category of “all-
connectedness”. The latter fixes the connection

Koxopun A. A. Meroionorus Hay4YHbIX MCCIe0Ba-
HMit: yae6HOe mocobue. M.: MTOY, 2015. C. 169.

* Ibid. C. 170.

Duocodust: yaebHOe m0ocobMe /ISt BHICUINX YIeOHBIX
3apezieHnit / ots. pef. B. I1. Koxanosckuit. M.: ®eHuKc,
2003. C. 265, 284.

of all elements of the studied phenomena
without exception with each other. In other
words, the category of “all-connectedness”
reflects the essence of the connections of
each phenomenon of the phenomenon under
study with each other. We can say this: the
category of “all-connectedness” fixes the fact
of the total connection of each element with
each other. If connections can be scientific
aspects, then all-connectedness provides
all-aspect connections in phenomena. The
interconnectedness of elements is the main
basis for the integrity of phenomena. Ensuring
theintegrity of phenomena is the main purpose
of the mechanism of the all-connectedness of
the elements of phenomena. The specific class
of connections reflects the category “law”. In
fact, the vast majority of researchers accept
and share the position, the essence of which
is that the law is stable, essential and recurring
connections of phenomena of a certain class.
We agree with this point of view.

If approaches to the category "law" do
not create any specific intrigue, then when
it comes to the content and essence of such
a category as “regularity”, we encounter
numerous difficulties and discrepancies. Let’s
pay attention to the main ones.

Many researchers associate the content
of regularities with the genesis of laws. They
consider patterns as some kind of “precursors”
of the appearance of laws. True, they have
problems with the vision of ontological
differences between the category regularity
and the category nature of the phenomenon.
After all, laws, like all other phenomena of
being, have their own nature.

Practice convinces us that diverse laws enter
into stable, repetitive, necessary connections
with each other, forming the laws of action
of laws in the course of their interaction.
So, in our opinion, there are regularities.
Regularity is a category that reflects the
regular connections of laws that determine
the emergence, existence, development and
functioning of phenomena. In this context, it
is quite appropriate to interpret regularities
as laws of laws, laws of the second level of
knowledge of phenomena. It seems to us
that nomonology, as the highest fourth (after
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cognitive, gnoseological and epistemological)
level of scientific knowledge, should deal
with regularities. Understanding the essence
of the laws of regularities opens the way to
determining the essential features of such
phenomena as tendency in the development
of phenomena. Let’s see what the authors
have written and are writing, researching the
essence of the “tendency” category [4; 8].

A large group of researchers believe that
the category “tendency”, first of all, reflects the
direction of development of any phenomena.
One can hardly disagree with the fact that the
category “tendency” in one way or another
expresses the direction (directions) of the
development of phenomena'. This is true,
but in this case the question of determining
the directions of their development remains
unexplored. Even without getting an answer
to the question posed, it is gratifying that in
most cases, when it comes to trends in the
development of phenomena, it is indicated
that they “work” in relation to all phenomena.
Let us cite the following conclusion as an
argument: “Tendency, ... the direction in
which the development of something (society,
economy, culture, etc.) is taking place,
inclination, desire for movement”?.

It is difficult to disagree with the fact that a
trend is the direction in which the development
of a phenomenon takes place. This has already
received attention. But the clarification that
in the course of this development, intentions,
goals and aspirations are realized, somewhat
expands the boundaries of understanding
the essence of trends. At the same time, the
question of the nature, determination of the
formation of trends remains open.

An analysis of the above statements allows
us to notice the following: a) the tendency in
the development of phenomena is the results of

identifying the directions of their development
' Kynukos JI. M. DxoHOMMYecKas Teopus: y4eGHUK.
M.: TK Ben6u, 2006. 432 c.; HoBblil SHIMKIONEgUYE-
ckuit cnosapb / oTB. pefi. A. II. Topkun. M.: Bonbimas
Poccmiickas sunuknonegus: Pumon Knaccuk, 2007.
1455 c.; ®umocodcknit SHIMKIONEANIECKNIT CTOBaphb /
pen.-cocr. E. @. T'y6ckmit. M.: UHDPA-M, 2009. 569 c.
bomburoit  TOMKOBBIA ~ CMOBapb  PYCCKMX  Cylje-
crBurenbHbix / mop pen. JI.T. Babenko. M.. ACT-
ITPECCKHMNTI'A, 2005. C. 304.

in the course of the analysis; b) these directions
become clear in the course of cognition of
stable relationships, properties and signs
of phenomena; c)trends make it possible
to predict the development of phenomena
in the future. Note that each of the above
conclusions, of course, is connected with the
nature and essence of trends. However, the
most important issue remains the pragmatic
component in the approach to trends. It
sounds simple: how to learn to determine the
essence of tendency in the development of
phenomena? The researchers who see the roots
of tendency in laws are closest to the correct
answer to it. There is a hint of this in the sources
in which the following laws are recorded: “In
the macrocosm, it is customary to distinguish
three types of laws — the law of tendency, the
law of unambiguous determination ... and the
statistical law — the law of large numbers™.

There is a more specific conclusion: “The
law is the necessary, stable, recurring essential
connections and relationships of things. It
indicates a certain order, sequence, trend in
the development of phenomena™. In this
conclusion, an indication of a direct connection
between tendency and laws is obvious.

In our opinion, the analysis of these
premises contained on the pages of this source
allows us to note the following: a) all areas and
science, they are somehow connected with
the trends in the development of phenomena
in their subject areas; b) it is true that the
degree of “tendentiousness” (if we may say
so) of the laws of society and consciousness
is greater than that of the laws of nature; c) at
the same time, the laws of nature also work
to determine the tendency in the development
of its processes; d) no one can deny the facts
of the dependence of the actions of both laws
and tendencies on certain conditions. In short,
it’s time to express the author’s point of view
on the essence of trends. We would like to
present it in the next edition. First, tendencies

CoBpemMeHHbII 9KOHOMIYECKMIA croBapb /
noy  pex.  B. A.Paiicbepr, JI. III JlasoBckoro,
E. B. Crapoayb6uesoit. M.: UHOPA-M, 2022. C. 243.
Duocodust: yaebHOe 1m0ocobMe ISt BHICUINX YIeOHBIX
3apezieHnit / otB. pef. B. I1. Koxanosckuii. M.: ®eHuKc,
2003. C. 267.
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are the realization of the operation of laws.
Secondly, the laws, connected in a certain
way, as already noted, give rise to patterns.
Thirdly, the tendency, in our opinion, is the
result of the action of regularities.

Thus, “tendency”isa category thatreflects the
result of the action of patterns. Summarizing,
we note that the first block of philosophical
categories is represented by the most general
concepts — “being”, “existence”, “reality”. The
second block is the categories of material and
ideal. The third block is the categories “element”
and “part”. The fourth is a block of categories —

«s . » <« . . » <« . »
interaction”, “relationship”, “connection”,
“all-connectedness”, “law”, “regularity”, and
“tendency”.

Conclusion

We consider this study as one of the attempts
to present a modern vision of the essence of
their system. This system can by no means
be idealized and considered complete. It will
develop both quantitatively and qualitatively.
Once again, we note that its appearance in the
form of this article was dictated by the need to
present to the reader of the content and essence
of the methodology of scientific research,
which is formed, first, based on general
scientific categories. In a word, the categories
of philosophy are the basis of the methodology
of scientific research [5; 6].

Cmamos nocmynuna 6 pedaxyuio 09.06.2022.
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