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Abstract
Aim. Based on philosophical methodology, to reveal in detail the content and functions of philosophy
both as a science and as a theoretical worldview.
Methodology. The work is carried out on the basis of an “expansion” approach, a systems approach
using classification methods and comparative analysis.
Results. The functions of philosophy include: functions of the ontological-gnoseological block (onto-
logical, gnoseological informational, integrative, explanatory, descriptive, terminological), functions of
the historical block (historical, accumulative, communicative, reconstructive), functions of the logical
block (the logical function proper, the functions of proof, rationalization, teleological), functions of
the methodological-methodical block (methodological; methodical; nomonological, generative, critical,
axiological, algorithmization function), functions of the ideological block (didactic, educational, propa-
ganda, agitation, ethical, aesthetic, cultural, normative and the ideological function proper), functions of
the practical block (praxeological, criterial, mobilization, organizational, regulatory).
Research implications. The results of the study can be used to improve the methodological competen-
cies of both teachers of philosophical disciplines and students.
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AHHoTayna

Llenb. Ha ocHoBe (hunocodCKO MeTOA0NOrUM [AeTanbHO PACKPbITh COfepXaHue W OyHKUUK
hunocodmn 1 Kak Hayku, U Kak TEOPETUYECKOro MUPOBO33PEHUS.

Mpoueaypa n meTofbl. PaboTa BbINOJSIHEHA HA OCHOBE «PacLUMPUTENBHOMO» MoAxoAa, CUCTEMHOrO
NoAX0Aa C UCMoNb30BaHNEM METOA0B Knaccuukauum n CpaBHATENbHOMO aHanusa.

Pesynbtatbl. K yHKUMAM punocoum OTHOCATCA: (DYHKLMUM  OHTONOrO-rHOCEONOrNYecKoro
6r10Kka (OHTOSIOrMYecKas, rHOCEOosIornyeckas MHMOPMALMOHHASA, UHTerpaTuBHas, 00bACHUTENbHAS,
onucatenbHas,  TePMUHONOrMYecKas);  (PYHKUMW  UCTOpMYeckoro  6roka  (MCTOpUYeckas,
AKKYMyNupytoLLas, KOMMYHUKaTBHAs, PEKOHCTPYKTUBHASA); DYHKLMM JIOrMYECKOro 6510Ka (CO6CTBEHHO
norunyeckas PyHKLUMs, (PYHKLMN [OKa3aTenbCTBa, PaLOHa31POBaHNS, TENE0I0rn4yeckasn); oyHKLMmn
MEeTOA0N0ro-MeTO4M4ECKOro  650Ka  (METOAONOrnyeckas, MeTofLMYeckas, HOMOHOJIOrMYecKas,
reHepaTuBHas,  KPWUTUYECKas,  aKCUONoruyeckas,  (OYHKUMS — anroputmusaunm);,  qyHKUUu
MMPOBO33PEHYECKOr0 6510Ka (AMAaKTUYecKas, BOCNUTATENbHASA, NPONaraHAMCTCKas, arutaLnoHHas,
3TUYecKas, 9CTeTUYecKas, KynbTyposiormyeckas, HopMaTuBHass W COOCTBEHHO MUPOBO33peHYecKast
(PyHKLUN); PYHKLMN MPaKTUYeCKOro 6/10Ka (Npakcyuonornyeckas, KputepuanbHas, Mobunm3auoHHas,
OpraHu3aunoHHasn, perynaTueHas).

TeopeTnyeckas u/unu NpakTMyeckas 3HAYMMOCTb. Pe3ynbraTbl  UCCNELOBaHWA  MOTyT  ObITb
CNOJIb30BaHbl B COBEPLUEHCTBOBAHWW METOAONOMMYECKUX KOMMETEHUMA Kak Yy npenojasaresei
hunocodcKnx AMCUMNANH, TaK U Y 06YHaKOLLKUXCS.

KntoyeBble c/10Ba; THOCEOMOTVS, METO0/0T S, MUPOBO33PEHIE, OHTONOTUA, NPAKCUONOTNS, (hyHKLMUA

Ana yutnpoBanns:
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CoBpemeHHble thunocodckue uccnemosanus. 2025. Ne 3. C. 45-57. https://doi.org/10.18384/2949-
5148-2025-3-45-57.

Introduction phy indicates the presence of similar functions
in science, therefore, it contains a statement
about the functional unity of science and phi-
losophy. In our opinion, philosophy performs
at least ten functions in the life of society. Let
us call this vision the position of “timid” expan-
sion of the functional capabilities of philosophy.
In particular, V. V. Mironov sees in philosophy
the function of worldview interpretation, meth-
odological, heuristic, integrative or synthetic [1,
p- 233-238]. Here, in addition to those already
named, an integrative function is introduced.

O. N. Strelnik also argues in this “delicately
expansive” manner, distinguishing the ideo-
logical, synthetic, critical and methodological
functions of philosophy.! Of course, philoso-
phy has these functions, but they do not give a
complete picture of its social capabilities.

This also includes researchers who propose
to distinguish the ideological, cognitive func-
tions of philosophy, as well as the function of

As a rule, in scientific and educational lit-
erature, the functions of philosophy are re-
duced to the three most obvious: ideological,
cognitive and methodological. However, they
do not fully reveal the functional capabilities
of philosophy, which are much broader. At
the same time, a certain doubt arises about
the logic, the sequence of presenting the func-
tions of philosophy to the reader. It would be
logical to name them in the following order:
cognitive function > methodological function
> ideological function.

If a worldview is considered a system of ide-
as about the world as a whole, then ideas are a
product of cognition, which is closely connected
with the «work» of either everyday, empirical
methodology or scientific methodology. The
above remark is due to a critical attitude towards
the positions of researchers who do not always
show sufficient attention to the laws of logic. At
the same time, even such a reduced approach to

the interpretation of the functions of philoso-

Crpenbuuk O. H. ®unocodust: KoHCIeKT mekumit. M.:
IOpaitr, 2010. C. 12-13.
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social and cultural criticism, methodological,
prognostic and constructive functions.'

Many authors identify six functional capa-
bilities of philosophy: ideological, epistemolog-
ical, integrative, cultural, methodological and
ethical® One of the most common is the con-
clusion that philosophy performs eight main
functions in the life of society: a) ideological;
b) methodological; ¢) prognostic; d) school of
theoretical thinking and wisdom; d) critical;
e) axiological; g) social; h) humanitarian.’

A somewhat different position from the pre-
vious one is that of A. A. Sychev, who believes
that philosophy performs eight main functions.
Unlike the previous point of view, he does not
name the functions of the school of theoreti-
cal thinking and the social function, replacing
them with a humanistic and integrative one.*

By presenting these variants of interpreta-
tion of the functions of philosophy, emphasiz-
ing their differences, the author of the book
aims to solve the main task - to prove the fact
of the functional unity of science and philoso-
phy. The first, as already noted, is character-
ized by all functions without exception, which
are presented in different versions on the pag-
es of philosophical works by different authors.

And yet, in our opinion, philosophy per-
forms ten or more functions in the life of so-
ciety. This point of view is largely fair. Its sup-
porters highlight the following functions of
philosophy: 1) ideological; 2) fundamental;
3) methodological; 4) epistemological; 5) logi-
cal; 6) educational; 7) axiological; 8) integra-
tive; 9) critical; 10) regulatory; 11) prognostic.5

Despite the fact that the list of the named
functions is not without some contradictions
and omissions, its focus on a more complete dis-
closure of the functional capabilities of philoso-
phy is important. And this focus again shows the
functional unity of science and philosophy.

! Bonkoronosa O. [I., Cunoposa H. M. Ocuosbt ¢uio-

codun. M.: UJT ®opym: Mudpa-M, 2013. C. 17.
Byuwno H. ®., Yymakos A. H. ®unocodus: yuebHOe
mocobue. M.: ITep C3, 2001. C. 32-35.

®unocopmss  /  mop.  pex.  B.H.JlaBpuHenko,
B. II. Patamkosa. M.: KOHUT, 2001. C. 21-22.

* CorueB A. A. Ocuosbl ¢unocopun. M.: Anbda-M:
MHOPA-M, 2008. C. 12-13.

Janwnbsin O.T., Tapanenko B. M. ®unocopus. M.:
JkcMmo, 2007. C. 40-42.

We would like to draw special attention
to the approach that highlights the following
functions of philosophy: integrative (syn-
thetic); critical; ontological; methodological;
ideological; selective; speculative-predictive;
epistemological; the function of an auxiliary
criterion of truth derived from practice.®

If we distinguish between the “ideological
and methodological functions of philosophy,
then the following should be attributed to the
former:

a) the humanistic function helps to com-
prehend life, find its meaning and strengthen
one’s spirit.

b) the socio-axiological function includes
the following subfunctions:

- constructive and holistic development of
ideas about values (goodness, justice, truth,
beauty),

— formation of ideas about the social ideal
(the relationship between the individual and
society),

- interpretation of social reality,

— criticism of structures, states of social
reality, discrepancies between social reality
and ideals.

¢) the cultural and educational function
protects a person from the superficial and
narrow framework of the everyday type of
thinking; cultivates the subject’s ability not to
bypass cognitive contradictions.

d) the reflective and informational func-
tion includes the development of a worldview
that corresponds to the modern level of sci-
ence, historical practice and the intellectual
requirements of a person.

Methodological functions of philosophy
(relation to science):

— heuristic (formation of hypotheses and
theories),

- coordinating (coordination of methods),

- integrating (between scientific disci-
plines),

- logical-gnoseological (special sciences
need logic, gnoseology, general methodology
of knowledge).””

¢ ®unocodus / ors. pen. B. I1. Koxanosckuit. 16-€ usp.

Pocros H/]I.: Penukc, 2007. C. 146.
Beukanos B.O. ®wnocodus. 2-e wusm., crep. M.:
Oksamen, 2007. C. 11-12.

7
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What is interesting about this approach
to the functions of philosophy? Firstly, by its
unique definition of the essence of functions. It
is unlikely that one can fully agree with it, since
the definition of a function lacks an ontological
basis, but the hint at a function as a manifesta-
tion of the activity of a phenomenon in an envi-
ronment deserves attention. Secondly, the de-
sire to systematize the functions of philosophy
into two groups is of interest: ideological and
methodological. Thirdly, the attempt to present
their essence through subfunctions is interest-
ing. In our opinion, the task has not been fully
solved, it is quite contradictory and unproven
[2]. But that is another matter. Without enter-
ing into a discussion, we emphasize that this
author also illustrates the functional unity of
science and philosophy.

Taking into account the above, we can
draw several conclusions:

1. There is no unity among scientists re-
garding the essence of the functions of phi-
losophy.

2. The functions of philosophy are inter-
preted in a very wide range.

3. Most researchers see the functional ba-
sis of philosophy in the unity of its three main
functions: epistemological, methodological
and ideological.

4. Tt is recognized that the named functions
do not exhaust the entire diversity of the func-
tions of philosophy.

5. The functions of philosophy have not
been fully studied. Work in this direction
should continue.

6. The functions of philosophy are diverse,
but at the same time their systematization is
possible.

7. Only through movement towards the es-
sence of the real social functions of philoso-
phy is it possible to come to its understanding.

8. The functions of philosophy are dialecti-
cally variable phenomena, not static.

9. The functions of science and philosophy
(if we understand science as a specific social
phenomenon) coincide not only in the main
things, but also in the details, which gives the
right to speak of their unity. It would seem
that having made the above conclusions, it
would be possible to put an end to the eter-

nal dispute about whether philosophy is a
science. At the same time, this study is aimed
at a complete (as far as possible today) disclo-
sure of the system of functions of philosophi-
cal knowledge in the interests of solving two
problems: a) showing the unity of science and
philosophy; b) confirming the practical possi-
bilities of the latter.

Having confirmed the practical status of
philosophy, we can talk about the special
practical significance of the philosophical,
general scientific algorithm of cognition.
Based on the above positions of scientists and
moving towards the object of philosophy, it
becomes possible to solve two groups of prob-
lems: to determine the essence of the entire set
of functions of philosophical knowledge and
then group them.

So, let us present the whole variety of social
functions of philosophys; let us try to logical-
ize them (coordinate, subordinate); let us col-
lect them into certain “essential” blocks; let us
show the logic of the “work” of these “blocks”;
let us prove that philosophy is functionally a
science. Let us begin by trying to present as
fully as possible the functions that philosophy
performs in our lives. Philosophy studies the
laws of nature, society and consciousness in
unity, therefore, it must function in nature,
society and human consciousness. Let us try
to single out its functions on an ontological
basis, and not on the basis of the opinions of
even very authoritative researchers. For great-
er clarity, let us divide the functions under
consideration into conditional blocks.

Functions of the ontological-
gnoseological block

Philosophy, like other sciences, has always
performed, performs and will perform the on-
tological function. First of all, let us pay atten-
tion to the interpretation of the essence of the
ontological function in modern philosophical
literature. In reflections on the main functions
of dialectics, the ontological function is called
the first, the main one, which is very important.

The ontological function is the movement
of philosophical knowledge for objective re-
ality in all its manifestations, while the prob-
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lems of cognition are derivatives of the being
of things.

The content of the ontological function of
philosophy is expressed here in several inter-
connected positions:

a) philosophy represents reality in the uni-
ty of all its attributes,

b) it is a system of ideas about the general
properties and patterns of the real world,

¢) these ideas are formed on the basis of the
synthesis of concepts and principles of sci-
ence,

d) philosophy, realizing its ontological
function, develops “models” of reality.

It should be recognized that philosophy is
characterized by both the synthesis of scien-
tific knowledge and the creation of models
of reality. However, in the context of reflec-
tions on the ontological function of philoso-
phy, one cannot fully agree with this position.
The main thing in it is following the objects of
reality and presenting it in the unity of all its
components.

The ontological function of philosophy
manifests itself in the fact of its creation of
a doctrine of being, called «ontology» in sci-
ence. It should be noted that it is philosophy
that studies being as such, comprehending
reality in all its diversity. Private and branch
sciences also have an ontological base, study-
ing some fragments of reality. At the same
time, they perform an ontological function
only in relation to the phenomena of their
subject areas.

To summarize, we note that philosophy
has a clearly expressed ontological function,
the content of which becomes even more ob-
vious in the form of the content of other func-
tions that it performs as a science.

Philosophy is fully characterized by the
cognitive function (it is also gnoseological, it
is also epistemological). Researchers interpret
this function quite broadly. There are scien-
tists who rightly believe that the gnoseological
function of philosophy is to cognize the es-
sence of the phenomena of real reality.' Others
believe that the cognitive function of philoso-

' Haumnbsau O.T., Tapanenko B. M. ®unocodus: yue6-

Huk. M.: 9KCMO, 2007. C. 41.

phy is the study of man’s place in the world.?
While sharing this approach in its main fea-
tures, some authors note that it finds its main
expression in the focus on the search for truth
and the definition of its criteria.” There is a po-
sition according to which the epistemological
function of philosophy consists in studying
the cognitive process itself, and not the mate-
rial objects themselves.*

In our opinion, the content of the episte-
mological function of philosophical knowl-
edge is as follows:

a) in the creation and development of a
real, productive, in many ways universal the-
ory of reflection,

b) in determining the content of philo-
sophical, general scientific forms of knowl-
edge,

d) in the development of philosophical,
general scientific algorithms for cognition of
phenomena,

d) in the creation of a theory of truth and
the definition of criteria, mechanisms for its
indication.

It seems that the above arguments are suf-
ficient to recognize the epistemological func-
tion of philosophy as really existing and hav-
ing its own, in many ways original content.

The ontological and epistemological pos-
sibilities of philosophy receive their logical
development in its information function. It
should be noted that, firstly, the very process
of development of philosophical knowledge
is a carrier of colossal amounts of informa-
tion, understood both narrowly and broadly.
Secondly, philosophy has worked and works
in the interests of obtaining new information
about the phenomena of reality, comprehend-
ing their ways of exchanging signals with each
other. Thirdly, philosophy has developed and
is developing theories, methodologies of the

methods of «extracting» new information
> Bonkorouosa O. JI., Cugoposa H. M. OcHosbl duso-
copuu. M.: V]I ®opym-Uudpa M, 2013. C. 17.
Momnceesa H. A., Copokosukosa B. A.  ®umocodus:
KpaTKuii Kypc. 2-e usp., gou. CII6.: [Turep, 2010. C. 21.
®unocodus / ors. pen. B. IT. Koxanosckwuit. 16-e u3p.
Pocros H/][l.: ®enukc, 2007. C. 146; Koxanoscknii B. I1.
Ocnosbr punocoduu Hayku. OcHOBbI Gumocoduu Ha-
yKu: yae6HOe mocobue i acnupanToB. M.: PeHMmKc,
2008. C. 333.
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about phenomena. Fourthly, all sciences have
an information function. The peculiarity of
the information function of philosophy lies
in the understanding of the processes of in-
formation exchange not only within the three
universal environments (nature, society and
consciousness), but also between them. No
other science deals with this directly [3].

Fifthly, each science, receiving informa-
tion from its subject field, seeks its practical
application. Thus, in the works of econo-
mists one can find the following conclusions:
“Information is all the data that people need
to understand their activities in the world of
economics.”! Or: “Information is data, infor-
mation, values of economic indicators that
are stored, processed and used in the develop-
ment of economic decisions in management”
[4, p. 48]. As can be seen, they are focused on
practical use only in the world of economics.
Philosophy, having a wide information field,
has a more capacious base for the practical
implementation of its information function.

Characterizing the essence of the infor-
mation function of philosophy, we will once
again emphasize its information unity with all
sciences.

The diversity of information obtained in
all sciences gives rise to the need for its in-
tegration into a certain holistic formation.
Philosophy, like other sciences, is character-
ized by an integrative (“synthetic”, “integrat-
ing”) function. Almost all authors agree that
the essence of this function in philosophy is
the combination of practical, cognitive and
value experience.” There are researchers who,
without denying the above, emphasize that
the knowledge provided by individual disci-
plines is so diverse that it needs to be brought
together into a single, holistic system.’

' Juncun VI.B. SxoHoMUKa: yue6GHUK. 3-€ U3, cTep. M.:

Owmera-J1, 2007. C. 19, 651.

Hauwmnbsin O. I, Tapanenko B. M. ®uocodust: yue6-
Huk. M.: 9KCMO, 2007. C.41; Koxanoscknii B. I1.
OcHoBbl  ¢unocopuu  Hayku: yd4eb6HOe 1OcobIMe.
2-e usp. Pocros H//l.: ®ennkc, 2003. C. 331.

Momnceesa H. A., Copokosukosa B. A.  ®umocodust:
KpaTKuit Kypc. 2-e usp,., gou. CII6.: ITurep, 2010. C. 21;
Byumno H. ®., Yymakos A. H. ®utocodus: yuebHOe
nocobue. M.: ITep C3, 2001. C. 33.

2

3

One cannot ignore the position according
to which the essence of the synthetic function
of philosophy is that it «is the quintessence of
the main ideas and values of a particular his-
torical era, uniting various forms of culture
into a single semantic whole. Philosophy is a
form of spiritual culture that acts as an inte-
grator of all other forms.™

In our opinion, the integrative function
of philosophy is interpreted here somewhat
broadly, within the framework of the presen-
tation of philosophy as a cultural phenome-
non. Let us try to reveal the essence of the in-
tegrative function of philosophy as a science.

1) Philosophy could not exist and develop
without the integration of its information, the
meanings of its subject area.

2) At all times, philosophical science has
developed and will develop on the basis of
data from other sciences, without the integra-
tion of which such development seems hardly
possible.

3) Philosophical knowledge is multifac-
eted, diverse, without its integration it could
not be used as a theoretical and methodologi-
cal basis for other sciences.

4) Philosophical science participates in
understanding cultural phenomena. Its capa-
bilities and productivity in this regard depend
on the degree of integration of philosophical
knowledge, which is often multidirectional.

5) Philosophy performs explanatory, de-
scriptive and conceptual functions. Integrated
philosophical knowledge acquires social sig-
nificance if it is explained, described and ter-
minologically and conceptually fixed, and also
if it works in the interests of explaining, de-
scribing and terminologically (conceptually)
expressing information appearing in society,
obtained by other sciences. We will not detail
the essence of the named functions, since this
has already been done by the authors of many
works.” In this context, we will cite just one
interesting and specific thought, according to

Crpenpuuk O. H. ®unocodusi: KoHCIeKT mekumit. M.:
IOpaiir, 2010. C. 13.

Koxanoscknit B. I1. OcHoBbl umocodun Hayku: yue6-
Hoe mocobue. 2-e usn. Pocro H/[l.: ®ennkc, 2003.
C.16; byumno H. ®., Yymaxos A. H. ®urocodus:
y4ebHoe mocobue. M.: ITep C3, 2001. C. 218, 221.

50



ISSN 2949-5121 \

(oBpemeHHble Gunocockie MccnesoBanmUA

‘ 2025/N°3

which the social functional purpose of phi-
losophy is a dual task: “to explain social exis-
tence and to promote its material and spiritual
change.”! There is no doubt that philosophical
knowledge actively works in this regard.

It should be noted that philosophy is an
accumulator of historical information, per-
forming an accumulating function in sci-
ence. Today it is obvious that the knowledge
accumulated by philosophy is in demand in
the scientific community. This is manifested
in a very wide range: from the opportunity to
“show off” some philosophical conclusion to
the use of a philosophical algorithm, a philo-
sophical “code” of knowledge. Accumulation
of knowledge about all phenomena of being
without exception gives rise to certain com-
municative processes both in philosophy itself
and between sciences and subjects of practice,
forming the communicative function of philo-
sophical knowledge.

In presenting the historical purpose of phi-
losophy, one should pay attention to its re-
constructive function. Experience shows that
in a number of cases it was the philosophical
reconstruction of the past that brought us
closer to the truth.

Thus, the historical block of functions of phi-
losophy is an organic connection of its histori-
cal, cumulative (accumulating), communicative
and reconstructive capabilities. Characterizing
the historical block of functions of philosophy, it
is necessary to emphasize its organic unity with
the «ontological» block, determined by the ob-
jective, existential course of historical events that
cannot really exist, develop and function with-
out the existence of phenomena.

Functions of the “historical” block

Philosophy has a very serious historical
purpose, in which its historical function is
clearly expressed. To a greater or lesser extent,
all sciences without exception perform this
function. This usually depends on the age and
productivity of a particular science.

Philosophy accumulates historical infor-
mation, being one of the most ancient scienc-

' ®unocopms / mom. pex. B.H.Jlapunenxo,

B. IT. Paruukosa. M.: OHUT, 2001. C. 22.

es, therefore, its historical component is the
most saturated. At the same time, philosophy
is also a fragment of the historical process,
which is additional evidence of the fulfillment
of its historical function. Reflecting on the his-
torical function of philosophy, it will be appro-
priate to draw a conclusion about the essence
of history: “History is a temporal sequence of
world events that create a certain reality, as
well as a record in the form of the usual tem-
poral succession of one event after another
(i.e. in the form of a chronicle).”® There is no
doubt that philosophical knowledge actively
works in this regard.

It should be noted that philosophy is an
accumulator of historical information, per-
forming an accumulating function in science.
Today it is obvious that the knowledge accu-
mulated by philosophy is in demand in the
scientific community. This is manifested in
a very wide range: from the opportunity to
“show off” some philosophical conclusion to
the use of a philosophical algorithm, a philo-
sophical “code” of knowledge. The accumula-
tion of knowledge about all phenomena of ex-
istence without exception gives rise to certain
communicative processes both in philosophy
itself and between sciences and subjects of
practice, forming the communicative function
of philosophical knowledge.

In presenting the historical purpose of phi-
losophy, one should pay attention to its recon-
structive function. Experience shows that in a
number of cases it was the philosophical re-
construction of the past that brought us closer
to the truth.

Thus, the historical block of functions of
philosophy is an organic connection of its
historical, cumulative (accumulating), com-
municative and reconstructive capabilities.
In characterizing the historical block of func-
tions of philosophy, it is necessary to empha-
size its organic unity with the «ontological»
block, determined by the objective, existential
course of historical events, which cannot re-
ally exist, develop and function without the
existence of phenomena.

> ®unocodcKuil  SHIMKIONENIeCKMi  cnoBapb.  M.:

VH®PA, 2011. C. 191.
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Functions of the logical block

The process of cognition is impossible
without a logical basis, acting both in the
course of studying the phenomena of reality
and in the interests of interpreting the results
of cognition and their practical use. In a word,
following the epistemological block of func-
tions of philosophy, there is a need to pay at-
tention to the content of the logical block of
its functions.

Let us pay attention to the content of the log-
ical function of philosophy itself. Gnoseology,
based on the ontological basis, offers scientific
forms of understanding, cognition of the phe-
nomena of reality, being at the same time the
basis for the formation of the logic of cogni-
tion of phenomena. The division of episte-
mology and logic is quite conditional and is
permissible only in the procedures of studying
the mechanism of cognition itself. In real life,
they are organically connected.

If the requirements of the laws of logic
(both formal and dialectical) are violated dur-
ing the process of cognition, it cannot be qual-
ified as scientific. On the contrary, compliance
with the laws of logic contributes to the un-
derstanding of truth, which is the main task
of science. It should be noted that philosophy
in the process of its historical development
has taken, takes and will take part in the de-
velopment of the logic of scientific knowledge.
The logical function is inherent in all sciences,
including philosophy, which speaks of their
functional unity. In the context of this work,
the logical possibilities of philosophy are of
particular interest. Let us consider them.

Firstly, the science of logic was born in the
depths of philosophical knowledge.

Secondly, philosophy substantiated the es-
sence of the laws of formal and dialectical logic.

Thirdly, philosophy has broad and objec-
tive possibilities for the modern development
of logic. Despite the fact that all sciences per-
form a logical function, their logical compo-
nents are different. Philosophy has a powerful
logical potential, since it proposes to consider
phenomena in their connections, subordina-
tion, correlation and coordination, that is, in
logical dependencies.

Fourthly, philosophical knowledge has
made a significant contribution to the sub-
stantiation of logical forms (terms, judgments,
inferences, hypotheses, theories, etc.).

The logical block of functions of philosophy
is difficult to imagine without the function of
goal-setting (or teleological function). Having
received knowledge, logically comprehended
it, described and explained it, it is possible to
clearly define both the goals of further cogni-
tion of phenomena of a specific subject area,
and to determine the goals of their practical
use.

Thus, the logical block of functions of phi-
losophy is represented by: the logical function
itself, the functions of proof, rationalization
(rationalization) and the teleological function.

Functions of the methodological and
methodical block

This block occupies a special place in the
system of functions of philosophy. In our
opinion, it is mainly expressed by the follow-
ing functions: methodological; methodical;
nomonological (identification of the laws of its
subject area); generative; critical; evaluative
(axiological); function of algorithmization.

Gnosiology and logic form the methodol-
ogy of cognition and transformation of the
phenomena of reality. Philosophical science,
combining epistemological and logical com-
ponents, offers the world a philosophical
methodology, which has already been said a
lot on the pages of this work.

Methodical function. If we understand this
function as “the concretization of the method,
bringing it to the instruction, algorithm, clear
description of the mode of existence” [5, c. 23],
then we can conclude that philosophy has this
function. This is expressed in the following:

a) the very fact of the presence of methodo-
logical possibilities of science presupposes the
solution of methodological problems (what
methodological tools to use and in what se-
quences),

b) it is well known that methodology is
methodology in action,

c) the methodology expresses and develops
the methodology,
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d) the methodology itself develops un-
der the influence of not only theory, but also
methodology.

The methodological and methodical func-
tions are inherent to varying degrees in all sci-
ences. Philosophical methodology and meth-
ods have general scientific application.

One of the most important indicators of
the scientific nature of knowledge is the pos-
sibility of its algorithmization, the implemen-
tation of which is the algorithmic function of
science. Its essence lies in the combination of
epistemological, logical, methodological and
methodical capabilities of a particular science,
the result of which is the development of a
system of rules that optimize the knowledge
of phenomena in the subject area of a particu-
lar science.

An algorithm of cognition that works in
practice, offered by a specific science, allows
us to talk about its algorithmic capabilities,
about its algorithmic function. Philosophical
science also has this function, realized through
the mechanism of the philosophical (general
scientific) algorithm of cognition and trans-
formation of the phenomena of reality.

Of particular interest to modern science is
the nomonological function of philosophy. It
is not often highlighted by researchers, but its
importance for science is difficult to overes-
timate. Its essence lies in identifying the laws
of the subject area of a particular science on
the basis of epistemology, logic, methodology,
methods and the use of the algorithm of cog-
nition. In philosophy, this function works to
identify general scientific laws. The ontologi-
cal basis of the laws of philosophy are all sta-
ble, essential and necessary connections be-
tween the phenomena of nature, society and
consciousness.

Cognition and understanding of the laws
of science, their practical use leads to the for-
mation of its evaluative (axiological) function.
It is the discovery of laws that determine the
emergence, development and existence of
phenomena that allows them to be assessed
objectively, to answer the question of what
they are in essence. This is how the evaluation
function is born in any science, including phi-
losophy. The evaluation function works in two

planes: theoretical and practical. The theoreti-
cal plane involves assessing the performance
of science’s ontological, epistemological, logi-
cal, methodological, methodical functions,
and the practical plane requires assessing
their practical implementation. Based on this
understanding of the evaluation function, we
can state that it is fully inherent in philosophy.

Evaluation of phenomena is inextricably
linked with criticism, which allows us to an-
swer objectively a number of questions: what
has been achieved in the course of cognition
and practice, and what has not; has it been pos-
sible to achieve a true understanding of the es-
sence of phenomena; what prevented this, etc.

It should be noted here that philosophy has
performed, performs and will perform a critical
function in relation to all phenomena and pro-
cesses of reality. Reflecting on the content of the
evaluative and critical functions of philosophy,
one cannot help but notice that the objects of
evaluation and criticism on the part of philoso-
phy are all processes of reality: processes within
philosophy itself; processes occurring in science
as such; - processes of real being.

Methodology, methodology, nomonology,
working both in the interests of obtaining new
knowledge about the phenomena of being and
in the interests of changing the world, form
the generative function of science in general
and philosophy in particular. On the basis of
previously obtained philosophical knowledge,
new knowledge is generated, new practical
possibilities of philosophy are discovered.
The belonging of the generative function of
philosophy to this block is obvious. Thus,
the methodological and methodical block
includes the methodological, methodical, al-
gorithmic, nomonological, evaluative, critical
and generative functions of philosophy.

Functions of the worldview block

Philosophy obviously influences people’s
worldview. This is so evident that some
authors, denying the scientific nature of
philosophy, present it exclusively as a
worldview. This approach to philosophy is
incorrect, which has already been proven
earlier. Let us consider in detail the essence
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and composition of the functions that form its
worldview block.

Philosophy has performed, performs and
will perform a didactic function. Its essence
is represented by the processes of cognition
of reality and training (education) of people,
during which their worldview is formed.
They work in the interests of people acquiring
knowledge about the phenomena of reality,
without which a person’s worldview cannot
be formed. That is why the didactic function is
included in the worldview block of functions
of philosophy.

Educational function. As is known, a
worldview is not only a person’s knowledge
about the world, but also a person’s attitude
to reality. Such an attitude is formed in the
process of a person’s life, in the course of
his education and training, as well as under
the influence of education [6]. Philosophy is
quite specifically involved in the education
of people. This is expressed in a number of
positions.

1. Training and education are inextricably
linked. Philosophy actively influences the
learning processes, therefore, it also works in
the interests of educating people.

2. Philosophy, performing a historical
function, cultivates in people respect for the
past as the basis of modern existence of nature,
society and human consciousness.

3. Philosophy contains solutions to a large
number of problems that have educational
significance. Thus, it answers the questions:

— about the existence of man and his place
in the world,

—about the importance of the correct
construction of relations between people in
society,

— carries a humanistic charge,

- forms a respectful attitude towards the
culture of peoples,

— disciplines the consciousness of people,

— introduces them to the difficult search for
and respect for the truth,

- guides people to respectful self-esteem,

- solves a number of other auxiliary tasks.

Without claiming to fully disclose the
essence of the educational function of
philosophy, we state its presence.

Propaganda function. Philosophy carries a
colossal amount of information, which, when
combined with the consciousness of people,
their life activity, performs the function of
propaganda of certain knowledge presented
in philosophy by its different schools. Any
propaganda in one way or another participates
in the formation of people’s worldview, which
gives us the right to include this function in the
worldview block of functions of philosophy.

There are all grounds for highlighting the
ethical function of philosophy, in favor of
which at least two arguments can be given.

Firstly, the very content of philosophy
contains certain moral norms that have
formed in the course of its development.
Secondly, the scientific discipline of ethics
has developed within the framework of
philosophy. Similarly, one can argue the fact
of the existence of an aesthetic function in

philosophy.

On the one hand, philosophical knowledge
at the theoretical, methodological and
methodical levels has participated and

participates in understanding the problems of
the beautiful and the ugly in our world. On the
other hand, aesthetics as a scientific discipline
was born within the framework of philosophy.
This function should be included in the block
of ideological functions of philosophy, since a
person’s determination of his or her attitude
to the beautiful and the ugly is one of the
fragments of his or her worldview.

Culturological function. Culture as a real
phenomenon of existence has a serious impact
on the formation of people’s worldviews.
Philosophy is an element of culture and
at the same time comprehensively studies
it as a social phenomenon. Consequently,
philosophy also performs a culturological
function.

The integration of the ethical, aesthetic
and culturological functions of philosophy
allows us to speak about the existence of a
normative (deontic) function. In society,
among other regulators, ethical, aesthetic
and culturological norms operate, becoming
part of the human worldview, therefore,
philosophy is also related to the normative
foundations of people’s worldviews. Finally,
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philosophical science performs the actual
worldview function, participating directly in
the formation of the philosophical component
of the human worldview.

Thus, the worldview block of functions of
philosophy includes its didactic, educational,
propaganda, agitation, ethical, aesthetic,
cultural, normative and actual worldview
functions.

Functions of the practical block

Particular attention should be paid to the
content of this block, which should include
functions that are formed both as a result of
philosophy’s participation in the theoreti-
cal understanding of practice and in solving
practical problems. Philosophy has such func-
tions.

Praxeological function. Within the frame-
work of philosophy, such a scientific discipline
as praxeology was born, the subject of which
is practice, and the main task is the creation of
a scientific theory of its content, essence and
functions [7].

The criterial function of philosophy is rela-
tively independent, the essence of which is
to present practice as the highest criterion of
truth. It was philosophy that proved that prac-
tice is the highest, main criterion of truth, and
proposed mechanisms for using this criterion
in real life.

Philosophical knowledge performs a
mobilization function, orienting people
both to general approaches to understand-
ing the phenomena of reality, and to their
combined actions for certain purposes in
specific conditions of their existence. The
mobilization function of philosophy is
manifested in two plans: in the intellectual
mobilization of people by philosophy; in
human activity.

Philosophy also has an organizational
function that unites people; determines their
interactions; develops mechanisms for their
consistent participation in solving practical
problems; subordinates and coordinates hu-
man actions.

This process has both a theoretical philo-
sophical component and a practical one.

The mobilization and organizational func-
tions of philosophy are developed in the regu-
latory function, which implements the dialec-
tical possibilities of philosophical knowledge.
It is one thing to mobilize and gather people
to solve some problems. Another thing is to
establish their interaction. The third is to dia-
lectically respond to changes in the conditions
in which practical problems are solved, to
adapt people’s practical actions to changes in
situations. This is the essence of the regulatory
function, which is especially in demand dur-
ing crisis situations and states of society [8].

Thus, the practical block of functions of
philosophy is represented by the praxeologi-
cal, criterion, mobilization, organizational
and regulatory functions.

Conclusion

This article did not aim to cover all the
functions of philosophy. However, we have
managed to consider the most important of
them. Let’s sum it up.

1. The allocation of 5-10 functions in phi-
losophy seems unjustified: there are signifi-
cantly more of them, as demonstrated by the
presented study.

2. The diversity of the functions of philoso-
phy determines their systematization. One
of the possible options without claims to un-
ambiguity and completeness was proposed
above.

3. The functions of philosophy represent
a system - they interact, are united and com-
plement each other. The distinction between
functions is relative and is possible only in
their epistemological understanding.

4. The blocks of the functions of philoso-
phy also form a system, but at a different level.

5. The presented system of functions proves
the functional unity of philosophy with virtu-
ally all branches of scientific knowledge.

6. The considered functions of philosophy
express its practical nature.

7. The functions of philosophy in the work
are presented in a certain logical key, at three
levels: in the general sequence of their pres-
entation; in the connection of functions into
certain blocks; in interblock logic.
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It should be noted that the presented ver-
sion of function blocks is not considered the
only possible one.

Finally, comparing the social functions
of philosophy and science, it is easy to find
much in common. In fact, they are com-
pletely identical. The exception is some de-
tails that do not create grounds for the as-
sertion of a functional difference between
science and philosophy. This conclusion is

direct evidence that philosophy is a science
working for practice, capable of offering its
own original algorithm for cognition and
transformation of the phenomena of reality.
This is, on the one hand. On the other hand,
all scientific research without exception, if
they truly deserve such a qualification, per-
form the above-mentioned functions to one
degree or another. This was the main reason
for their presentation in this study.
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